
 

 
Joy in Jesus 

 
 
Christianity is not a somber long-faced religion.  It was a religion characterized by Joy from its very 
beginning. 
 
There was Joy when the Savior came down to earth 

Luke 2:8-11  The angel said: 
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, "Do not 
be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there 
is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
 

There was Joy among the multitudes that followed the Lord 
Luke 13:17  The Pharisees rejected the Lord’s miracles as done through Satan but… 
17 And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the multitude 
rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him.  
 

There was Joy among those who served the Lord while He was on earth 
Luke 10:17  The seventy that Christ sent out two-by-two experienced joy in serving Him: 
17 Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your 
name."  

Luke 10:20  But the Lord put their joy in the proper perspective 
20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather 
rejoice because your names are written in heaven."   

Revelation 20:11-15  Is your name written in heaven? 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth 
and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the 
dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another 
book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to 
their works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the 
dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. 
And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.   15 And anyone not found 
written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  

 
There was Joy among the believers when Christ rode into Jerusalem as the Messiah of Israel 

Luke 19:37-38  When Jesus rode in to Jerusalem on a donkey as prophesied in Zechariah 9:9 
Zechariah 9:9 
Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and 
having salvation,  Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.  

37 Then, as He was now drawing near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of 
the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had 
seen, 38 saying: 

"'Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!'  
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  
 



 

There was Joy at the resurrection of Christ 
Matthew 28:5-8 
5 But the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek 
Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where 
the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, and indeed He 
is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, I have told you."  
8 So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples 
word. 
 

There was Joy at the ascension of Christ 
Luke 24:50-53 
50 And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them.  51 Now it 
came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into heaven. 
52 And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in 
the temple praising and blessing God. Amen. 
 

There is joy in believing the gospel 
Acts 8:36-39 
36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, "See, here 
is water. What hinders me from being baptized?"  
37 Then Philip said,"If you believe with all your heart, you may." 
And he answered and said,"I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."    
38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into 
the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing. 
Acts 16:25-34  The Jailer at Philippi and his family at found Joy in believing in Christ: 
(Remember that the Apostle Paul had been imprisoned for preaching the gospel at Philippi): 
25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God (Talk about rejoicing in 
adversity), and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so 
that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone's chains were loosed. 27 And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the 
prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself. 
28 But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, "Do yourself no harm, for we are all here."  
29 Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 And he 
brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  
31 So they said," Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 
household." 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 

And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and 
all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food 
before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household. 

Philippians 4:4  The Apostle Paul wanted the Philippian believers to continue in that joy: 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!  

Romans 15:13  The Apostle Paul expected it in the Roman believers: 
13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. 
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1 Peter 1:8-9  Peter assumed joy in the displaced Christians he was writing to: 
8 Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of 
glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of your souls. 

There is even Joy in the heavens when sinners repent 
Luke 15:10  Jesus said: 
10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 
one sinner who repents."  
 

There is Joy in a Christian’s obedience to Christ 
John 15:9-11  In His upper room ministry, just before He was crucified, Jesus said: 
9 "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  10 If you keep My 
commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's commandments and 
abide in His love.  11 "These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that 
your joy may be full.” 
John 16:23-24 
23c Whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  24 Until now you have asked 
nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 
Acts 13:52 
52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 
1 John 1:3-4 
3 that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with 
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things 
we write to you that your joy may be full.  

 
There can even be joy in spite of the trials that Christians are subjected to 

Matthew 5:11-16 
11 "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you 
falsely for My sake.  12 Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.   
13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then 
good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.   
14 "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  15 Nor do they 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house.  16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven.   
Acts 5:40b-42:  The Apostles rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer for Christ: 
40b …And when they had called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they 
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41 So they departed from the presence of 
the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. 42 And daily in 
the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

James 1:2-4:  Trials develop us into patient and mature Christians:  
2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing 
of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 
Romans 5:3-5 

3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 

and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.        
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There is always Joy in the presence of God 
Psalms 16:11 
11 You will show me the path of life; 
In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  
 

This means that there will be joy at the rapture when all the Christians, dead or alive, 
are caught up into the heavens to be with the Lord. 
Hebrews 3:5-6 
5 And Moses indeed was faithful in all His (God’s) house as a servant, for a testimony of 
those things which would be spoken afterward, 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, 
whose house we are if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to 
the end. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

Titus 2:11-14 
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 

teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the 
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every 
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for 
good works. 

Romans 5:1-2 
1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

1 Corinthians 15:42-44 
42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in corruption, it is 
raised in incorruption. 43 It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 
body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 
1 Corinthians 15:50-54 
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed —  52 in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when 
this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, 
then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up 
in victory 

 
Yes, my friends, Christianity is a religion of Joy! 
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